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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the Preliminary Amendment filed February 27, 2006. Claims 19-65 
are pending and are considered below: 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of grammar mistakes. It seems as 
though these grammar mistakes were caused by poor translation. Line 1 : "A system and a 
method can remotely control..", line 6: "..by a called party can be respectively.." Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The attempt to Incorporate subject matter into this application by reference to "above 
references" (page 2 [5]) is ineffective because there are no references listed above. The 
examiner recommends removing paragraph [5]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 20, 23, 24, 31, 34, 35, 43, 46, 47, 54, 57, and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 20. 31. 43, and 54 : These claims read the limitation of "wherein the avatar is 
transmitted from the mobile phone or an external network". However, the examiner 
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notes that each of the preamble respective parent claims read that the avatar is already 
stored in the called party. This is contradictory to it being transmitted. Also, an external 
network is a transmission medium between an origin and a destination, it is not an origin 
from which data or an avatar can be transmitted. The examiner will interpret these claims 
as reading the avatar activity information being transmitted from a mobile phone over an 
extemal network. 

Claims 23, 34, 46, and 57 : These claims read the limitations of "wherein the avatar is 
controlled equally at the mobile phone and the called party". It is unclear whether this 
means that what is displayed on the mobile phone and the called party is synchronous or 
whether the avatar displayed on the called party can also be controlled by the called 
party. The examiner will interpret this as being concurrently controlled by the called 
party with immediate execution to provide feedback back to the mobile phone (calling 
party). 

Claims 24, 35. 47, and 58 : These claims read the limitations of "wherein the called party 
controls a color of the avatar according to the signal". If the color of the avatar is 
dictated by the incoming signal, it cannot be controlled by the called party. The examiner 
will interpret this as the color of the avatar being dictated by the signal. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 19-23, 25-28, 30-34, 36-39, 41-46, 48-51, 53-57, 59-62, and 64-65 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,884,172 (Llovd et aL) . 

Claims 19 and 30 : Llovd et al, disclose a method of controlling an avatar stored in a 
called party (col 3 lines 6-25, col 1 1 lines 21-30), the method comprising: 

receiving a signal for controlling the avatar, where in the signal is transmitted 
from a mobile phone (col 1 1 lines 21-59); and 

controlling a state of the avatar in accordance with the signal (col 1 1 lines 21-59). 

Claims 41 and 53 : Llovd et al. disclose a method of controlling an avatar stored in a 

called party using a mobile phone, the method comprising: 

generating a signal for controlling the avatar (col 1 1 lines 21-60); and 
transmitting the signal to the called party via a network (col 1 1 lines 21-60). 

Claims 20, 3 L 43, and 54 : Llovd et al. disclose the method as in claims 19, 30, 41, and 

53 above, wherein the avatar is transmitted from the mobile phone or an external network 

(colli lines 21-61) 

Claims 21, 32, 44, and 55 : Llovd et ah disclose the method as in claims. 19, 30, 41, and 

53 above, wherein the called party is a computer (col 3 lines 6-25). 

Claims 22, 33, 45, and 56 : Llovd et aL disclose the method as in claims 19, 30, 41, and 

53 above, wherein the called party is a mobile phone (col 3 lines 6-25). 

Claims 23, 34, 46, and 57 : Llovd et ah disclose the method as in claims 19, 30, 41, and 

53 above, wherein the avatar is controlled equally at the mobile phone and the called 

party (col 1 1 lines 52-59 "immediate execution"). 
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Claims 25. 36, 48. and 59 : Lloyd et ai. disclose the method as in claims 19, 30, 41, and 
53 above, wherein the signal comprises an identifier number for identifying the avatar 
being controlled (col 11 lines 38-43 usemame). 

Claims 26, 37, 49, and 60 : Lloyd et ah disclose the method as in claims 25, 36, 48 and 59 
above, wherein the identifier nimiber has at least one cipher (col 1 1 lines 38-44 
password). 

Claims 27, 38, 50, and 61 : Lloyd et al. disclose the method as in claims 19, 30, 41, and 
53 above, wherein the signal is transmitted via a wired network (col 1 lines 50-60). 
Claims 28, 39, 51, and 62 : Lloyd et al. disclose the method as in claims 19, 30, 41, and 
53 above, wherein the signal is transmitted via a wireless network (col 1 lines 50-60). 
Claim 42 : Lloyd et aL disclose the method as in claim 41 above, further Comprising 
changing a communication mode to a control mode (col 1 1 lines 47-59). 
Claims 64 and 65 : Lloyd et ah disclose a method of controlling an avatar stored in a 
called party, the method comprising: 

generating a signal to control the avatar at a mobile phoiie (col 1 1 lines 21-60); 

transmitting the signal via a network (col 1 1 lines 21-60); 

receiving the signal at the called party (col 1 1 Hues 21-60); and 

controlling a state of the avatar in accordance with the signal at the called party 

(col 11 lines 21 -60). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 24 , 35, 47, and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 6,884,172 (Lloyd et alX 

Claims 24, 35. 47, and 58 : Lloyd et al. disclose the method as in claims 19, 30, 41, and 
53 above, but do not specifically disclose the called party controls a color of the avatar 
according to the signal. However, Lloyd et al. do disclose controlling the state, which 
includes, but is not limited to, the player object and its attributes (col 1 1 lines 20-30). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
present invention was made that these controlled attributes could be virtual size, smiling 
or frowning, color, or any other number of visual characteristics that identify an avatar as > 
unique. One would have been motivated to control these attributes in order to have a 
unique and identifiable avatar to associate with each unique user. 

8. Claims 29, 40, 52, and 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 6,884,172 (Lloyd et aL) in fiirther view of U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0028655 (Rosener et al.) 

Claims 29. 40. 52, and 63 : Lloyd et al. disclose the method as in claims 28, 39, 5 1, and 
62 above, but do not specifically disclose the wireless network comprising at least one of 
IrDA, Bluetooth, wireless LAN, RS-232, and USB. Rosener et al. do show that a 
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cellular or non-cellular data link may be a wired interface such as USB or RS-232, or 
may be a wireless interface, such as wireless LAN 802.1 1, the IrDA serial interface, 
Bluetooth or HomeRF (Rosener et ah page 6 [0069]). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the present invention was made to 
design the wireless network to include a combination of the above. One would have been 
motivated to do this to use pre-existing standards for wireless communication and avoid 
the time and cost associated with developing one's own standards. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 6,253 J 67 Koichi et al. "Client apparatus, image display controlling method, 
shared virtual space providing apparatus and method, and program providing medium". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Tank whose telephone number is 571-270-1692. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (Ah. Fri Off) 0730-1500 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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February 13,2007 



^toies Myhre 

Supervisory Patent Exarrilner 



